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Common Agenda: Illustration of the New United States-Japan Cooperation
September 22, 1998

Five years after the creation of the U.S.-Japan
Common Agenda for Cooperation in Global Per-
spective, President Clinton and Prime Minister
Obuchi recognized the valuable work accom-
plished by dedicated Japanese and American sci-
entists, researchers and aid workers to fight dis-
eases, preserve natural resources and exchange
scientific data on various natural disasters and
global climate change.

The participation of U.S. and Japanese private
citizens, foundations and other nongovernmental
organizations in projects of the Common Agenda
will enhance the impacts of these projects. Their
participation is also expected to generate grass-
roots public support. On September 23, 1998,
U.S. and Japanese representatives of private-sec-
tor organizations (in Japan, the Common Agenda
Roundtable) that support the Common Agenda
will meet in Honolulu to discuss how they can
assist in promoting the objectives of the Com-
mon Agenda.

The President and the Prime Minister wel-
come the first meeting of private sector rep-
resentatives and made special mention of three
projects:

1) The United States and Japan will work
with the Government of Panama and nongovern-

mental partners to preserve the Panama Canal
watershed by developing a program to focus on
environmental education and the training of
local nongovernmental organizations.

2) In light of the recent forest fires which
affected Southeast Asia, The United States and
Japan will support efforts to address the under-
lying causes of the fires and assist local govern-
ments to promote sustainable agriculture, for-
estry and land use.

3) The United States and Japan have been
playing key roles in the success of efforts to
eradicate polio worldwide. However, significant
challenges remain. The two countries will
strengthen their commitment to end the scourge
of this disease through, among other steps, ex-
panding cooperative eradication efforts by U.S.
Peace Corps Volunteers and the Japan Overseas
Cooperation Volunteers especially in African
countries, keeping in mind the importance of
U.S.-Japan collaboration through TICADII (The
Second Tokyo International Conference of Afri-
can Development) to be held in October in
Tokyo.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Japan-United States Joint Statement on Cooperation in the Use of the
Global Positioning System
September 22, 1998

On the basis of a series of discussions be-
tween representatives and experts of the Gov-
ernment of the United States and the Govern-
ment of Japan, U.S. President William Clinton
and Japanese Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi have
issued this Joint Statement regarding coopera-
tion in the use of the Global Positioning System
(GPS) Standard Positioning Service for global
positioning and other applications.

Background
GPS is a constellation of orbiting satellites

operated by the United States, which provides
signals to aid position-location, navigation, and

precision timing for civil and military purposes.
GPS, as an evolving system, is becoming more
important for a wide variety of civilian, commer-
cial, and scientific applications such as car navi-
gation, mapping and land surveying, maritime
shipping, and international air traffic manage-
ment.

The United States Government is operating
a maritime Differential Global Positioning Sys-
tem (DGPS), and the Government of Japan is
operating a similar system. Both Governments
are developing augmentation systems to support
air navigation—the United States is developing
the Wide Area Augmentation System (WAAS),
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and Japan is developing the Multi-functional
Transport Satellite (MTSAT)-based Satellite
Augmentation System (MSAS).

The commercial GPS equipment and services
industries of the United States and Japan lead
the world, and augmentation systems to enhance
the use of the GPS Standard Positioning Service
Could further expand civil, commercial, and sci-
entific markets.

Building a Cooperative Relationship
The United States Government intends to

continue to provide the GPS Standard Posi-
tioning Service for peaceful civil, commercial,
and scientific use on a continuous, worldwide
basis, free of direct user fees.

The Government of Japan intends to work
closely with the United States to promote broad
and effective use of the GPS Standard Posi-
tioning Service as a worldwide positioning, navi-
gation, and timing standard. Both Governments
are convinced of the need to prevent the misuse
of GPS and its augmentation systems without
unduly disrupting or degrading civilian uses, as
well as of the need to prepare for emergency
situations. Both Governments intend to cooper-
ate to promote and facilitate civilian uses of
GPS. It is anticipated that cooperation will:

• promote compatibility of operating stand-
ards for GPS technologies, equipment, and
services;

• help develop effective approaches toward
providing adequate radio frequency alloca-
tions for GPS and other radio navigation
systems;

• identify potential barriers to the growth of
commercial applications of GPS and appro-
priate preventative measures;

• encourage trade and investment in GPS
equipment and services as a means of en-
hancing the information infrastructure of
the Asia-Pacific region; and

• facilitate exchange of information on GPS-
related matters of interest to both coun-
tries, such as enhancement of global posi-
tioning, navigation, and timing technologies
and capabilities.

The two Governments intend to work to-
gether as appropriate on GPS-related issues that
arise in the International Civil Aviation Organi-
zation, the International Maritime Organization,
the International Telecommunication Union, and
Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation, or in other
international organizations or meetings.

Cooperative Mechanism
The Government of the United States and

the Government of Japan have decided to estab-
lish a mechanism for bilateral cooperation relat-
ing to the use of the GPS Standard Positioning
Service, as follows:

• A plenary meeting will be held annually
to review and discuss matters of impor-
tance regarding the use of the GPS Stand-
ard Positioning Service.

• Working groups will be set up under the
plenary meeting to discuss issues of mutual
interest. Discussions will focus initially on
commercial and scientific use and transpor-
tation safety, including measures to identify
and report intentional and unintentional in-
terference, the use of the GPS Standard
Positioning Service in emergency situations,
and an emergency notification system.
Each working group will annually report
to the plenary meeting the outcome of its
work.

The two Governments share the expectation
that this mechanism will help the two Govern-
ments identify ways to deal with GPS-related
issues that may arise as civilian use of GPS
increases, and take actions as appropriate.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Statement on Senate Action on Minimum Wage Legislation
September 22, 1998

I am disappointed that the Senate today voted
not to raise the minimum wage. This increase,
one dollar over the next 2 years, would have

raised the wages of 12 million Americans and
helped ensure that parents who work hard and
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